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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: -
{July 1969} NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Middlesex
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

[ NAME
C OMMON:
Isaac Davis Trail
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Acton Trail
[2. LOCATION = i Congressional Distriet 3
STREET AND NUMBER: . .
Hayward Street, Musket Drive, Minuteman Road, Woodbury Lane and Main Street
CITY OR TOWN: StrawberryHiIl Road, Barrett™s Mill Road, Barnes H1ill | Road.
Acton, Concord
STATE cope [COUNTY: ' ’ copE
Massachusetts 25 Middlesex 017
CATEGORY STATUS ACCESSIBLE
o (Checx One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
=z
(B District ] Building Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes: .
o 3 Site 3 Structure |3 Private O !In Process [ Unoccupisd K] Restricted 1N {part
- [ Object 7] Both {0 Being Considered O Preservotion work 0 Unrestricted
| o . in progress 0 Ne
O PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
. O Agricultural [j Government 3 Park K] Trensportation 0] Comments
o [} Commercial [ trdustrial 7] Privote Residence ] Other (Specity)
- [ Educational 3 Military [ Religious
&’ 1 Entertainment [ Museum : [ Scientific
— . M4 OWNER OF PROPERTY - -5l i
— OWNER'SN AME: :
"Town of Acton, Town of Concord g2
- STREET AND NUMBER: g; n
w "Town Hall .
v CiITY OR TOWN: STATE: - CODE
Acton, Concord Massachusetts 025
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION -~
COURTHOUSEIREGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: = g
Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 5 <
STREET AND NUMBER: & _'(*
Cambridge and Third Streets &
CITY OR TOWN: ) STATE CODE g
Cambridge Massachusetts 025
. - |6 -REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: ;
Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth =
DATE OF SURVEY: 1870 [ Federal R Stote [ County O Leco! ; %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: g ?U:
Massachusetts Historical Commisgion E’ c
STREET AND NUMBER: b
Office of the Secretary, State House 2
CITY OR TOWN: , i STATE: copE 1
Boston ' Massachusetts 025 >
- ~+
m




i
RN
i
i

LB s

\ R
R B
ComAEL e e e

SCRIPTION

{Check One) ..
] Excellent Good [ Fair [ Deterioroted 3 Ruins [TJ Unexposed
CONDITION . (Check One) . . (Check One)
K1 Altered 7] Unoltered ° [J Moved X Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The historic area of the Isaac Davis Trail consists of roadways owned
by the Towns of Acton and Concord and of two easements over private property
owned by the Town of Acton. Even though much of the route is over tarred
roads, the six-mile Trail gives the impression of remaining just as it was
on April 19, 1775, when Captain Davis led the Acton Compnay from his home
to the Muster Field in Concord. The Trail gives this impression because
the roads are lined by stone walls, woods and flora, and house are set well
back. ' ' '

The Trail from Captain Davis' House in Acton moves in a northeasterly
direction one and one-quarter miles along Hayward Street, Musket Drive,
Minuteman Road, Woodbury Lane and Main Street.
easterly, one and one-half miles over the cart path and town easement to
Strawberry Hill Road. Here it turns again and moves in a southerly direc-
tion for one and three-quarters miles along Strawberry Hill Road to Barrett!
Mill Road, where it runs more easterly for three-quarters of a mile into
Concord to Lowell Road. It then crosses lLowell Road and continues east/sout
east for three-guarters of a mile along Barnes Hill Road, crossing Liberty:
Street to the Muster Field at the North Bridge. ’

It then turns and moves more
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F.’f"SIGNIF'CANCE B I R R

PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbion! {3 16th Century X} 18th Century (3 20th Century
{3 15th Century [J 17th Century [J 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) April 19, 1775

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal [ Education [ Politicol ) () Urbon Planning
] Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi- (3 Other (Specity)
. [O Historic O iIndustry - - losophy hOlidaY observance
O Agriculture (7] invention ) ] Science
[ Architecture [J Londscope [ Sculpture
O Art Architecture [ Socicl/Humon-
{0 Commerce [J Lireroture . itorian
[0 Communicotions Militory [0 Theoter
[ Conservation O Music bx]) Tronsportation

-

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

»And Acton reminds the world with each re~enactment that on that famous day

The Isaac Davis Trail is important both hlstorlcally and symbolically.
It is the route the Acton Company took on April 19, 1775, from Captain
Isaac Davig' House (still standing) to the Muster Field near the Concord Riv.
Here the men from the "Eighteen Towns" met to make the forward move acros%
the 014 North Brldge which began the Zmerican Revolution. When flames rose
from Concord Village, it was Isaac Davis who gave the famous answer to Major
Hosmer's question. Hosmer asked, "Will you let the town burn?" Davis
replied, "I have not a man who is afraid to go." And he proved it by
leading the Acton Company at the head of the line marching to the Bridge
and being® "the first to fall" of longfellow's "Midnight Ride of Paul Revere.

The exact path of the historic march was mapped in 1896 by the son of
a veteran of the "Concord Fight] whose father had taken him over the same
route. Today thousands gather at Davis' House each year on the morning
of Patriot's Day. Ieaving at the time Davis started, they trudge the six|
miles to the Muster Field to re-enact the deeds of the Acton Company.

‘her men were "Not afrald to go." ! .




Letter Fo Lemuell Shattuck, Esq. of Boston from Josiah Adams, Esg. of
Framingham. Boston: Damrell and Moore Printers, 1850.

Deposition of Solomon Smith, Middlesex County, July 10, 1835,
Tourtellot, Arthur B. Iexington and Concord. New York:

Maps: :
Miscellaneous maps of Concord. Massachusetts State Archlves.

Replica of the line of March of the Acton Minutémen, April 19, 1775.

0ld North Brldge SOClety' Albert Woods Testimony, Julv. 1896
._GEOGRAPH?CAL DATA : : .

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE propeERTY |0 DEFINING YHE CENTER FOINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Secands
NW 42 29- 38- 71 o 25 ’ OO » [+] ' - o ' »

NE |42 ° 29" 38" | 71 ° 23 ' 06 "
SE 42° 28" 04" | 71° 23 06 "

_Sw 242 ° 28" 04" 23 S Sp

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PR&DER}J‘P 10.4 Acres (aggrox.l

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

by th ti 1 Park Service. Th commended - - - -
forth by the Nationa ar v i R e_re om Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is: .

National E] State Local [F

Name —(/y L/}\AM o

ATTEST:

JOHN F. X DAVOREN

Secretary of the Commonwealth
Title OChadvyman -

Chairman,

Massachusetts Historical Keeper of The National Register

Commission S '
Date  December 28, 1971 . Date
— 6P 0 901.087

W.W. Norton, 1959.

w
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE { COUNTY » ) : CODE m
STATE: : -| cope }counTyY: v CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: - CODE z
i : : R TN w
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: E - CODE -
' =
“ORM PREPARED BY. c
NAME AND TITLE:
Richard W. Hale, Jr., Acting Chairman i
ORGANIZATION : DATE -t
Massachusetts Historical Commission v 12/14/71 -
STREET AND NUMBER: (»]
Office of the Secretary, State House =z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE . CODE
- (V)
Boston Massachusefts : —
STATE LIAISON -OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAU REGISTER'VERIEICATION
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- " . o .
" tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that t}us. pr\operty is included in the
898-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been \
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Form 10-301 UNITEb STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR [ STATE —

. Wuly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 1 Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
v Middlesex .
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY nUMBER DATE
Z  L.NAME.
o common: Isaac Davis Trail
_— AND/OR HisTOrIC: Acton Trail
2
8 STREET AND NUM BER-Hayward Street, Musket Drlve, Mlnuteman Road WOodbury Lane,
' Main Street, Strawberry Hill Road, Barrett's Mill Road, Barnes Hill Road
= CITY OR TOWN:
o Acton, Concord
F; STATE: N CODE COUNTY: CODE
- _ Massachusetts 025 Middlesex 517
- [;'_MAPREFERENC 5 - - e
SOURCE:
- U.5.G.S. Concord Maynard
i pecatz:] .24 ,000
) w 1965
w
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
. COUNTY
v NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P»LACES Middlesex
v . '
. PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v {Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ZUTRY NUMBER DATE
= [LIRAME
o COMMON:  Tsaac Davis Trail
bt AND/OR HISTORIC: Acton Trail
= ‘ :
(9] STREET AND NUMBERH gyward Street, Musket Drive, Mlnuteman Road, Woodbury Lane,
- Main Street, Strawberryv Hill Road, Barrett's Mill Road, Barnes Hill Road
A.‘ CITY OR TOWN:
7‘ @ Acton, Concord
3 | o STATE: cope |counTy: CcoDE
T N Massachusetts 025 Middlesex UL7
g =z OTO REFERENCE. =« , o s : e
AN o PHoTO crEDIT:  J. Michael Franceschi
IDATE OF PHOTO: 1971
13} NEGATIVE FILED AT: .
0] Massachusetts Hlstorlcal Comm15510n, State House, Boston, Mass., 02133
- B.'fﬁii'ilDENTlFICATION T . Eela e e L Do YR m e o
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
" general view to the northwest on Strawbezry Hill Road in Concord
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ACTON-CONCORD~ The Isaac Davis Trail
U.S.G.S.- Concord, Mass.- 1958

Maynar'd, ‘Mass.- 1965

Scale: 1l: 24000
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